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DISCLAIMER: 
THIS PRESENTATION AND EXAMPLES 

ARE FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY. 
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Outcomes

Next Steps

Q&A
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Care for the Homeless fights homelessness by delivering high-
quality and client-centered healthcare, human services and shelter 
to homeless individuals and families, and by advocating for policies 

to ameliorate, prevent and end homelessness.

Who Are We?
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Service Model

We work to meet our patients where they stay or congregate: 
in soup kitchens, drop in-centers, and shelters. 
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PCMH

PCMH: Patient-Centered Medical Home Recognition 
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At the end of this presentation, you will be able to: 

Describe an innovative approach that engages community 
entities to work together to fill care gaps among the 
homeless population and their vision health. 

Identify steps towards developing a vision program at your 
own practice.

Demonstrate and apply strategies learned to build 
community networks to promote vision health for 
homeless individuals. 

Learning Objectives
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Vision Health Statistics  

Center for Disease Control and Prevention in 2015 published that 
approximately 12 million people in the United States had vision 
impairment, weakening their vision. 

oWomen, minority groups, and people suffering from a chronic disease like 
diabetes are at higher risk for vision impairment. 

According to the National Eye Institute, nearly 3 million American 
have low vision. 

oIts prevalence is expected to increase in the U.S by as much as 70 percent 
over the next fifteen years. 

Vision problems for homeless children and adults can decrease 
educational achievement and overall quality of life.
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Vision Program at CFH 
Collaborative Partnership between:

New York State Lions Club.

SUNY College of Optometry - University Eye Center. 

In late 2016, we implemented a practice transformation project. 
Our partnership agenda is to make vision screening and treatment 
more accessible.

This program aligns with the 2016 Bright Futures-American Academy of 
Pediatrics Recommendations for Preventive Pediatric Health Care. 
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Health Education Department
Coordinates and conducts preventive Health Promotions 

at all sites. 

Develops and implements health promotions and 
programs. 

Maintains and updates patient education materials.

Provides care coordination services for patients, 
including one-on-one counseling.

Serves as a resource for the agency. 
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Program Overview

1. Vision Health Education: patient education on the importance of 
eye care and vision screenings, and tips to maintain good eye 
health. 

2. Health Promotion: Conduct vision screenings at health centers 
twice a year at family sites and annually at single adult sites. 
• New York State Lions Club and CFH Health Education team 

conduct screenings. 
• CFH Health Center team will make referrals and provides care 

coordination assistance for patients in need further examination. 

3. Optometry Services & Referrals: Abnormal vision screenings 
results are referred to SUNY College of Optometry for follow-up 
and comprehensive eye care treatment. 
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Conducting Screenings at CFH
All patients sign a consent form. 

Lions Club members and/or Health Education conducts screenings.

CFH medical providers see patient with abnormal results for a visit and 
give referrals to SUNY College of Optometry. 

At the end of the event, all vision screening results are uploaded into 
patient’s charts in our EHR and patient also receives a paper copy.

SUNY College of Optometry accommodates patients depending on their 
needs and eye care treatment. 

Referred patients have received eye glasses and other eye care services. 
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CFH Program Outcomes
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CFH Program Next Steps

We project to conduct 200 - 400 total screenings in 2018. 

o Over 200 pediatric vision screenings.

o Aiming for 200 adult vision screenings.

Expand program to purchase portable optometry 
equipment. 
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Spot Screening Device

https://www.welchallyn.com/en/products/categories/physical-exam/eye-exam/vision-screeners/spot-vision-screener/documents.html

 The Spot Vision Screener is a 
handheld, portable device 
designed to easily detect vision 
issues on patients from 6 months 
of age through adulthood.

 Screens both eyes at once from a 
nonthreatening 3-foot distance.

 It allows simple management of 
patient data entry, and easy 
configuration for both vision 
screening and auto-refraction 
applications. 
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https://www.welchallyn.com/content/dam/welchallyn/documents/upload-docs/Product-Literature/Brochure/MC14953_SpotVisonScreener_Brochure_WR.pdf
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Screening Device Functionality 

Can screen for and detect six amblyopic risk factors in children 
as young as 6 months:

Myopia (nearsightedness)

Hyperopia (farsightedness)

Astigmatism (blurred vision) 

Anisometropia (unequal refractive power) 

Strabismus (eye misalignment) 

Anisocoria (unequal pupil size)

When used in adults: only recommended to detect 

auto-refractive errors. 

https://www.welchallyn.com/en/products/categories/physical-exam/eye-exam/vision-screeners/spot-vision-screener/documents.html
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Welch Allyn Spot Vision Screener Model VS100, User Manual
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Patient Education Samples
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Lions Club Handout 
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Health Promotions Events
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Resources
National Eye Institute (NEI) - Financial Aid for Eye Care

https://nei.nih.gov/healthyeyes/financialaid

 Lions Club International 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/index.php

 SUNY College of Optometry 

https://www.sunyopt.edu/
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Contact Information
Gabriela Gonzalez, Health Educator Project Coordinator

Email: ggonzalez@cfhnyc.org

Phone: 212-366-4459 ex.t 226

www.careforthehomeless.org

Like us on            and 
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