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Who looted whom? 
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Underlying all of these 
individual issues are 
◦Poverty  

◦Lack of affordable housing 
 



 The official poverty threshold: 
◦ $11,770 for individuals 

◦ $15,930 for a family of 2 

◦ $20,090 for a family of 3 

◦ $24,250 for a family of 4 

 

 Or… the condition where people’s basic 
needs are not met. 



 Fair Market Rent 
The estimated cost of renting a property with a 
certain number of bedrooms, in a certain geographic 
area. 

 

 Affordable Housing 
Housing deemed affordable to those with a median 
household income as rated by country, state, region 
or municipality. 

 



 

 Housing Wage  
The wage you would need to earn in order to pay 
no more than 30% of your income on the rent- the 
accepted standard of affordability. 

 



National Low Income Housing Coalition, “Out of Reach 2014” 
http://nlihc.org/oor/2014 
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 Dominant  Narrative 
The definitive story that shapes understanding of social 
reality as told by people in power 
 

Leads to many unstated assumptions about behaviors, 
values, and life course which imposes prevailing “accepted” 
rules of every day living 
 
Hides and justifies power relationships—privilege and 
oppression. 
 

Focuses on individual circumstances at the exclusion of 
structural issues in community and society 
 

Accepts as “given” things that are neither natural nor 
inevitable 
 
 

 
 





 Justifies privilege and oppression 

 Popularizes stereotypes and stigmatizes 
individuals 

 Keeps people in the dark, prevents real change 

 How we define problems defines solutions. 

 It is the system that need fixing! Individual 
solutions are, at best, only a Band-Aid. 

 

“The consequence of the single story is this: It robs 
people of dignity. It makes our recognition of our 
equal humanity difficult. It emphasizes how we 
are different rather than how we are similar.”  

–Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

 



 Critical Consciousness 
The process of developing a greater awareness and 
understanding of social, economic, and political 
contradictions and oppression – and recognition of 
the power to change them. 

 

 Internalized Oppression:  
The process by which a member of an oppressed 
group comes to accept and live out the inaccurate 
myths and stereotypes applied to that group. This 
can cause feelings of alienation from society and 
one’s true self, and lead to isolation and depression. 
This process often occurs subconsciously.  

 



Choose a picture. 

1) What’s a story you tell about this person or 
people that is informed by and reinforces 
the dominant narrative? 

 

2) What’s a way of telling a story about this 
person or people that challenges or 
undermines the dominant narrative? 

 



Reflect on the ways the dominant narrative 
impacts your story or the work that you do. 





 We deconstruct the dominant narrative by learning 
to recognize it and realize its influence on our own 
personal narrative. 

 Through sharing our experiences, we begin to see 
beyond our individual issues and realize that we 
are not alone! 

 As we share our story, we also raise the critical 
and social consciousness of those with whom we 
interact—a very necessary ingredient in the fight 
for social justice and ending homelessness. 



 Reinforce or challenge stereotypes 

 Support the dominant narrative or point to 
systemic causes 

 Victimize and stigmatize those who’ve 
experienced homelessness or support their 
liberation from internalized oppression (self-
blame and shame). 

 

 

“Homelessness is something I have experienced, 
but it doesn’t define who I am.” 

   –Mark Schumann 

 



Reflect on the ways in which the dominant 
narrative impacts your story. 

 

How might you use your story to challenge and 
undermine the dominant narrative? 

 



 Critical consciousness is never achieved—it is 
an ever-evolving process of becoming aware 
of the social, economic, and political 
dimensions that shape our reality. 

 

 



Baltimore Faces of Homelessness Speakers’ 
Bureau Contact Info: 

facesofhomelessnessbmore@gmail.com 
443-219-7715 

http://facesofhomelessnessbmore.blogspot.com/ 
 

 Damien Haussling 410-916-5789 
dhaussling@gmail.com 

Teddy Maddox Jr. 667-214-4181 
 Mark Schumann 443-278-1791 

markazelinski@yahoo.com 

 Tony Simmons 443-997-5391 
dwaynesimmons675@gmail.com 
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