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A Good Day to End
Homelessness

Advocacy Opportunities on HCH Day

Every year, Health Center Week and HCH Day recognize the important work of
HCH projects, staff, clients, and others who contribute to our mission of
improving the health of people without homes.This is also one of the best
opportunities to strengthen relationships with elected officials and advance our
policy goals.

Use Health Center Week (August
10-16, 2014) and HCH Day
(Wednesday, August 13, 2014) as
opportunities to advocate for
policies that will strengthen the
HCH community, help those we
serve, and ultimately reduce the
burdens and incidence of
homelessness.

Plan an event highlighting
the importance of Medicaid
expansion
Hold a rally in support of
Medicaid expansion if your
state is currently not
participating
Join the Got
Medicaid? campaign
Invite your elected
officials for a tour
Solicit public support
from elected officials

http://twitter.com/home/?status=A%20Good%20Day%20to%20End%20Homelessness+https://t.e2ma.net/webview/65snf/c560ac98ecbc63b6a5d34f11e7d2f6b5
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=https://t.e2ma.net/webview/65snf/c560ac98ecbc63b6a5d34f11e7d2f6b5
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://t.e2ma.net/webview/65snf/c560ac98ecbc63b6a5d34f11e7d2f6b5
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There’s a lot happening—from new health center funding opportunities and
Medicaid expansion in many states to a potential health center funding cliff and
continued obstruction of Medicaid expansion in other states. Use Health Center
Week (August 10-16, 2014) and HCH Day (Wednesday, August 13, 2014) as 
opportunities to advocate for policies that will strengthen the HCH community,
help those we serve, and ultimately reduce the burdens and incidence of
homelessness. 

Planning Advocacy Events on HCH Day 

There are a number of different advocacy activities you can plan for HCH Day
but it is crucial that you start planning now. Here are some ideas:

Plan a Medicaid expansion event: Both Medicaid expansion states and non-
expansion states have plenty to talk about.

Expansion states: Consider having an event highlighting the gains you
have made at your project thanks to Medicaid expansion. Check out our
event guide for ideas.
Non-expansion states: Hold a rally for Medicaid expansion. Invite
supportive local officials, community partners, and the media. Check out
our Medicaid Expansion Advocacy Guide for ideas.
Got Medicaid? We kicked off our ‘Got Medicaid?’ campaign in support
of Medicaid expansion at our National Conference in New Orleans. We
encourage local projects to join us and use similar messaging. Check out
our campaign page for more information . This is a great way to unite
staff and clients toward a common goal, and it’s easy to do!

Invite your elected officials for a tour: Members of Congress are back in their
home districts/states during the month of August. They are looking for
opportunities to meet with constituents – and a good photo op does not hurt
either.

Contact their Office and ask to speak to the scheduler. You can call
their DC Office toll-free at (877) 210-5351.
Explain where you work and that you would like to invite the member of
Congress to tour your project for HCH Day. Ask how you can arrange the
tour (you may be referred to the district office).
Invite the official through their scheduler but also follow-up with a formal
letter from your CEO and/or Board Chair.
It is an election year, so make it very clear that this is an educational
tour and not a campaign event. (Don’t shy away from engaging your
elected officials—hosting tours and discussions are not lobbying
activities!)
Once a tour is scheduled, prepare an itinerary that will allow the official to
learn about the work you do, meet staff and consumers, and hear about

Submit a letter to the
editor in your local paper
Get involved and starting
planning NOW!

http://www.nhchc.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/medicaid-event-guide-2014.pdf
http://www.nhchc.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/medicaid-expansion-advocacy-guide-2014.pdf
http://www.nhchc.org/gotmedicaid/
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your policy priorities. A tour, touching on some new/impressive programs
and followed by a brief meeting is a good structure.

Solicit public support from elected officials: If an elected official cannot make it
to your project (or even if they can), obtaining a proclamation, letter, or video of
support is a great alternative.

Request a proclamation from your Mayor’s Office, City Council, or other
governing body. Check out the National Health Center Week public
support page for a sample proclamation.
Keep collecting letters of support for the Access is the Answer campaign.
If you haven’t collected many yet, use HCH Day as an opportunity to
solicit such letters.
Members of Congress have access to a video recording studio in DC. If
they cannot make your event, see if they would be willing to record a
message.

Work with your local media: HCH Day is a great time to reach out to the media
to talk about the important work of HCH and the public programs that support it.
Use these letter-to-the-editor templates and submit a piece to your local paper
on health center funding and/or Medicaid expansion. 

More on National Health Center Week
Our partners at the National Association of Community Health Centers have
developed many resources to aid in the planning of Health Center Week events,
both advocacy- related and other types of events. Please visit the National
Health Center Week website for ideas, templates, and more.

It is also very helpful if you share information about your event with both
NACHC and the Council. This helps us know about the great work being done
in communities and highlight great ideas to others in the health center
community. Consider entering the NACHC photo/video contest on their site.

For more information on HCH Day, please check out this recent Council
webinar.

Dan Rabbitt, Health Policy Organizer
National Health Care for the Homeless Council

drabbitt@nhchc.org | (443) 703-1337 | www.nhchc.org

http://www.healthcenterweek.com/public-civic-support.cfm
http://www.saveourchcs.org/about.cfm
https://s3.amazonaws.com/emma-assets/ijfbb/5f4556f608ae95849ed638c8d6c839fd/HCH_Day_Funding_Cliff_LTE.docx
https://s3.amazonaws.com/emma-assets/ijfbb/1caa022327f86a37a8345f50bb8771f7/HCH_Day_Medex_LTE.docx
http://www.healthcenterweek.com/
http://www.nhchc.org/2014/06/2014-hch-day-advancing-health-care-for-the-homeless/
mailto:drabbitt@nhchc.org
http://www.nhchc.org/

